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time, which in its consequences operated very much to the
detriment of the house. for, when the time was elapsed,
all those who were supported by that charity, continued on
the same foot with the rest of the foundation, and being
generally a pack of profligate vagabond wretches from
several parts of the kingdom, corrupted all the rest; so
partial, or treacherous, or interested, or ignorant, or mistaken
are generally all recommenders, not only to employments,
but even to charity itself.

I know it is complained, that the difficulty of driving
foreign beggars out of the city is charged upon the followers
(as they are called) who find their accounts best in suffering ^
those vagrants to follow their trade through every part of"
the town. But this abuse might easily be remedied, and
very much to the advantage of the whole city, if better
salaries were given to those who execute that office in the
several parishes, and would make it their interest to clear
the town of those caterpillars, rather than hazard the loss
of an employment that would give them an honest lively-
hood. But, if that would fail, yet a general resolution of
never giving charity to a street beggar out of his own
parish, or without a visible badge, would infallibly force all
vagrants to depart.

There is generally a vagabond spirit in^ beggars, which
ought to be discouraged and severely punished. It is owing
to the same causes that drove them into poverty; I mean,
idleness, drunkenness, and rash marriages without the least
prospect of supporting a family by honest endeavours, which
never came into their thoughts. It is observed, that hardly
one beggar in twenty looks upon himself to be relieved
by receiving bread or other food; and they have in this
town been frequently seen to pour out of their pitcher good
broth that hath been given them, into the kennel; neither
do they much regard clothes, unless to sell them; for their
rags are part of their tools with which they work: they
want only ale, brandy, and other strong liquors, which can-
not be had without money; and, money as they conceive,
always abounds in the metropolis.

I had some other thoughts to offer upon this subject.
But, as I am a desponder m my nature, and have tolerably
well discovered the disposition of our people, who never will